Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology Fact Sheet
	Location 

	Melbourne, Australia

• City campus (city centre)

• Brunswick campus (5 kms/3.1 miles from city)

• http://www.rmit.edu.au/about/campuses 

	Eligibility


	• Completed at least one full year of studies at home institution

• Minimum GPA of 3.0

• Must be at least a junior at time of exchange

	Application Information
	LIM College General Application due July 1st for Spring 2012 Semester exchange. All materials plus $250 deposit due at that time.  

	Semester Dates


	Semester 1 2012: 1 March 2012 – 28 June 2012
Semester 2 2012: 19 July – 12 November 2012

	Orientation


	It is compulsory for all students to attend the EAO Orientation week. 

Semester 1 2012: 19 February through 5 March, 2012
Semester 2 2012: 12 July through 23 July, 2012

Students must arrange their travel so they can attend.

	Arrival Services 

	Airport pickup can be arranged free of charge. Please see the following website for further information: www.rmit.edu.au/programs/international/arrivalservices 

	Housing 
	RMIT does not offer on-campus accommodation. However, they do have an agreement with a private local provider called RMIT Village. They give priority to RMIT students; students may book and pay a deposit directly to the village. A full refund will be provided if accommodation is cancelled prior to start of the accommodation contract (information current as at May 2009). In order to secure accommodation students should apply directly to RMIT Village as soon as they are nominated by their home institution to RMIT. http://www.rmitvillageom.com.au/ 

Students looking for off-campus accommodation should be instructed to arrive at least 3 weeks prior to Orientation as accommodation is difficult to find and can take a while.

Melbourne city has many private student apartments. RMIT Housing Advisory Service assists students with permanent housing - http://www.rmit.edu.au/housing 


	Health Insurance 

	Check with your current health insurance provider for overseas coverage.  If it is not available RMIT recommends Overseas Student Health Cover - $194.40 for 6 months (current as at Aug 2009) http://www.medibank.com.au/Client/StaticPages/OSHCHome.aspx 



	Living costs (in

Australian dollars)


	Accommodation set-up cost: $500-$1,800 once-off (for example, bond, utilities, Furniture, phone set-up).

Accommodations: $600-$800 per month.

Books and stationery: $300-$400 per semester.

Food: $250-$300 per month.

Personal expenses: $300-350 per month.

Transport costs: $50-$120 per month.

The above costs are in Australian dollars and approximate as of 2010.

	Student Visa


	Exchange and Study Abroad students must study in Australia on a sub-class 575 student visa (non award) - not a tourist visa.

Before they can apply for a visa, students will need a letter of acceptance from RMIT University and an electronic Certificate of Enrolment (eCoE) issued by the Education Abroad Office.

Students should apply for visas as early as possible as each country has different requirements resulting in some applications taking longer than others. Visa requirements are determined by the assessment level of the student’s country of citizenship. To find our assessment levels, go to the following web site: http://www.immi.gov.au/students/student-visa-assessment-levels.htm#a.  USA and Canada for a 575 non-award student visa is a level 1, India and China are a level 3 (as at September 2009). 

Please refer to the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) website atwww.immi.gov.au/students/ for detailed information about student visas.

The charge for a student visa for 2010 is AU$540.

Student visas are normally issued for one month prior to commencement of the semester and will be valid up to one month after completion of studies.

	Working on a

Student Visa


	A sub-class 575 student visa (non award) permits exchange and study abroad students to work up to 20 hours per week during semester and longer during academic breaks. A separate work visa is not required.

	Staying in Australia

after studies


	Students wishing to extend their stay in Australia once they have completed studies will need to apply for a tourist visa. Tourist visas are granted as long as students do not have an 8534 or 8535 condition on their student visa (details about these conditions can be found on the DIAC website). Students will need to provide a letter confirming completion of studies with their application for extension of stay in Australia. Further information about tourist visas can be found on the following website: www.immi.gov.au/allforms/visiting_tourism.htm 

	Selecting Courses
	Students should note the following carefully when preparing their study plans:

• Students should select 8 courses for their first semester of study in case some are unavailable. Students who have applied for 1 year (2 semesters) do not have to select courses for their second semester at this stage.

• Once at RMIT, students will enroll in a full time load, selecting from the courses they have had pre-approved as shown on their offer letter. Please select courses carefully as it is difficult to change courses upon arrival. If students cannot find enough detail for each course i.e. course outlines, please request this information from the relevant Study Abroad/Exchange Advisor.

• Courses should be at 1st, 2nd or 3rd year level; 4th year courses can only be selected if the student has completed a minimum of 3 years of undergraduate in the same area at their home institution.

• Postgraduate students are considered on a case by case basis.

• Students should check that courses are offered in the relevant semester

• All courses must be selected from the one campus, e.g. all at Bundoora or all at City campus.

• Due to the proximity of the City and Brunswick campuses, it may be possible to do a mixture of courses between these two campuses.

• All courses are subject to final class timetables. There is no guarantee that students will be able to enroll into the courses they have been approved for. Exchange and Study Abroad Students compete for class space at enrollment along with all other RMIT students.

• Prerequisites – Some courses require students to have completed studies at their home institution in the same discipline area as they are applying for at RMIT. These prerequisites apply to exchange and study abroad students.


Terminology at RMIT

· College  - The grouping of academic areas within RMIT. Also know as Faculties at Australian universities. RMIT has three Colleges and the various Schools sit within each College.
· School - Schools are within Colleges e.g. Architecture and Design is one the schools that comes under The College of Design and Social Context
· Discipline  - Specific area of study within a school e.g. Architecture, Fashion, Interior Design etc. are disciplines that are taught within the School of Architecture and Design.
· Program - Program refers to a period of study after which students, upon passing, receive an award (e.g. degree, diploma, certificate etc.).
· Bachelor degree (Bachelors) - An undergraduate qualification—usually between three to five years in length, also referred to as a program at RMIT.
· Course -  An individual unit of study. Can also be referred to as units or subjects at other Australian universities.
· Course code - Code assigned to each course. Important to have this for enrolment and doing a timetable.

· Credit points  - Number of credits each course is worth. The majority of courses at RMIT are worth 12 but some may be worth 24. The workload is determined by the number of credit points.

· Full-time load  - 48 credit points per semester. Generally made up of 4 x 12 credit point courses.
· Higher Education - In the Australia Qualifications Framework, higher education courses are those leading to the award of associate degree, bachelor's degree, graduate certificate, graduate

· diploma, master's degree or doctoral degree. Universities are higher education providers.
· TAFE - Technical and Further Education (interchanged with VET)
· VET - Vocational Education and Training – same as TAFE but referred to as VET in the wider Australian education system
· Dual Sector - Dual sector refers to the fact that RMIT offers programs in TAFE (Technical and Further Education) and higher education (undergraduate and postgraduate).
· Undergraduate - Program studies that form part of a bachelor degree, associate degree, dual award or double degree i.e. Higher Education
· Postgraduate - Programs of study at a higher level than a bachelor degree (e.g. graduate diploma, masters, and doctorate) all taught in the higher education system in Australia.
· Prerequisites - Courses (subjects) that students must have completed at their home institution to be eligible for entry into a RMIT program, or a particular course that requires prior studies.
· Electives - The same as courses but offered to RMIT students across disciplines. Majority of degrees are structure with core course (compulsory course within a student’s discipline) and electives that can be chosen from many different disciplines.
· Lecture - Class of 50-200 students where an academic delivers a lecture, generally no class interaction.

· Tutorial - Class of 5 – 20 students where an academic (lecturer or tutor) leads the class, significant student interaction and often group projects.

· Laboratory - Class conducted separate to a lecture, often in smaller groups and conducted in a lab.
· Teacher Guided Hours - Also known as ‘contact hours’. The amount of time a student spends in a class or other educational setting.
· Learner Directed Hours -  The number of additional hours a student is expected to undertake in their own time for a course.
· Folio - Some courses such as architecture, fashion or design may require that you submit a portfolio as a sample of your work.
· Exchange student - A student who studies at RMIT for one or two semesters where their home institution has a formal Exchange Agreement with RMIT i.e. ‘Partner Institution’. The student pays fees to their home institution not to the host institution.
· Study Abroad student - A student who studies at RMIT for one or two semesters and pays full tuition fees as their home institution does not have a formal Exchange Agreement with RMIT.
